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ESSILOR VISION FOUNDATION CONTINUES TO PROVIDE  

FREE EYE EXAMS AND GLASSES TO CHILDREN IN NEED 

  

California Adopt-A-School Program Builds on Initial Success with Plans for 2010 

 

DALLAS – (Aug. 25, 2009) – The Essilor Vision Foundation announced today  that it will 

resume its successful California Adopt-A-School program at Russell Elementary in Santa Ana, 

Calif., in fall 2009.  The program, which aims to eliminate poor vision and its lifelong 

consequences, focuses on helping underprivileged and uninsured children to receive needed 

vision correction.  In doing so, the program educates parents about the need for annual eye 

exams and collaborates with other non-profit organizations to provide free exams and eyewear.   

 

The Essilor Vision Foundation joined with Southern California College of Optometry, its 

primary California partner, and Vision Source and VSP to help families receive eye exams and 

eyeglasses that they might not otherwise be able to afford.  Since the project began 10 months 

ago, the doctors, students and other volunteers completed 367 screenings with 143 students 

referred for comprehensive exams, which were conducted in the VSP mobile clinics. One 

hundred nineteen students received eyeglasses.  

 

“The Essilor Vision Foundation has made great progress during the first year of the national 

Adopt-A-School program,” said Audrey Reed, executive director for the Essilor Vision 

Foundation.  “We are excited about continuing our existing successful programs in California 

and elsewhere as well as extending our reach with new programs to help even more families.”  

 

To date, the program has welcomed 120 volunteers nationwide and 75 certified screeners in the 

Dallas area, and in addition to California has launched programs in Florida, Massachusetts, 

Oregon, New York, Texas and Utah.   
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For more information, on the Essilor Vision Foundation, please visit 

www.essilorvisionfoundation.org.  The site provides general background on the foundation, 

information about upcoming events, tips for families, facts about vision problems and the ability 

to easily make donations online via PayPal. 

 

 
About the Essilor Vision Foundation 

 

Essilor Vision Foundation is a public non-profit 501(c)3 charity established by Dallas-based Essilor of America, the leading 

manufacturer of optical lenses in the United States. The Foundation’s mission is to eliminate poor vision and its lifelong consequences 

and does so by creating and supporting activities that advance good vision and its benefits and by offering special help to those who 

need it most.  

 
The Foundation provides screenings, eye exams and other vision resources to children who cannot afford them otherwise; educates 

parents, teachers and the general public about good vision and the critical role it plays in literacy, education, society, community safety, 

and the economy; creates partnerships to increase access to good vision care within the U.S.; and raises funds to support and expand its 

charitable works. 
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